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Lad employed and paid for their labor. To prosecute people as a favor 
forms no part of the tactics of politicians. The attempt to circumscribe the 
liberty of the press, and to intimidate the friends of peace, was abandoned 
when it was discovered, that the threatened prosecutions were courted in- 
stead of being dreaded. 

This inconsiderate action of the government, together with the firmness of 
the Society, and the obvious selfishness of the invasion panic, have all con- 
spired in giving a prodigious impulse to the cause of peace. 

A great meeting was held the last winter at Manchester, at which the war- 
like demonstrations against France were boldly denounced, and arbitration 
treaties demanded. It was also determined to raise a fund of £10,000 to de- 
fray the expense of a peace agitation throughout the Kingdom by means of 
lectures and the press; and at the last advices about £8,000 had already been 
subscribed. 

Still another sign of progress is an address to the French Emperor from 
more than four thousand Bankers and Merchants of London, assuring him 
of the pacific intentions of the English people and their desire for the con- 
tinuance of peace. 

In view of the facts I have now mentioned, may I not again congratulate 
you on the signs of the times, and call on you to thank God and take cour- 
age ? Like the advocates of other unpopular truths, we may incur ridicule 
and obloquy. But surely the contempt and even malice of the greatest of 
our fellow mortals are less than vanity and nothing, when weighed against the 
approbation of Him in whom we live, and move, and have our being. The 
victories already won in the cause of Peace, have been gained by the exer- 
cise of free speech and of a free press. Let us never surrender these arms; 
and while using them in the fear of God, we shall be delivered from the fear 
of man. 



INDICATIONS IN ETJBOPE FAVORABLE TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 

The Hon. Amasa Walker, of North Brookfield, Mass., late Secretary 
of State, offered and supported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the position and prospects of our cause in Europe, amid 
all the provocations to war during the last five years, more especially the 
noble efforts so successfully made of late in its behalf by our co-workers in 
Great Britain, are cheering indications of its progress, and afford fresh and 
strong encouragement to the friends of Peace throughout the world. 

Mr. President, — To those who look only at certain aspects of the Peace 
Cause as they appear to the superficial observer, it might seem that there is 
very little occasion for congratulation and encouragement ; but to those who 
survey the whole ground, who look abroad as well as at home, who under- 
stand the great changes that have taken place in Europe during the last 
five years, and are still in progress ; never since the Patriarch Worcester 
first commenced the agitation of this great question, have there been such 
striking indications of progress and success as at the present moment ? 
The Revolutions which took place in Europe in 1848, placed the war-system 
in a new position before the world. Within a few short months, during tha t 
year, the greater pari of the thrones of Europe were overturned almost without 
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bloodshed. Yet those thrones were surrounded by large standing armies, on 
which the sovereign relied with great confidence for security against popular 
violence. The events of that period proved, however, that this reliance was 
a vain one. In all cases, the moment the contest began, the soldiery sympa- 
thised with the people, and instead of sustaining, aided in overturning the 
established government. This was true every where, but was strikingly il- 
lustrated in the case of Louis Phillipe, who at the very moment of the emute 
in Paris had 500,000 men under his command, some 40,000 of whom were 
around the Tuilleries. Thus the security of despotic thrones was endangered, 
rather than, secured by military force, whenever tile people rose in insur- 
rection. 

The great revolutions being accomplished, the people, with a magnanimi- 
ty and generosity that deserved a better reward than it met with, restored 
their monarchs to power, after having secured for themselves constitutions 
guaranteeing their liberties and rights. These constitutions the several 
monarchs solemnly swore faithfully to observe, and the military forces were 
again placed under their control ; and what followed ? In all cases the 
monarchs proved faithless to their vows, trampled on the constitutions they 
had sworn to maintain, and tyrannized over the people, and this by the aid 
of the military forces which had again been entrusted to their hands. 

Now, what is the result of all this ? Why, Sir, the monarchs have learn- 
ed that standing armies afford them no security against popular insurrec- 
tion, when the spirit ot the people is aroused ; and the people, on their part, 
have learned that in the period of re-action which necessarily follows all 
great and sudden movements, standing armies furnish the most dangerous 
facilities for restoring arbitrary rule. These two facts stand out in bold re- 
lief before the people of Europe ; and hence public opinion is rapidly 
changing in regard to the necessity and utility of such armies. The mon- 
archs see that their armies entail immense expense and taxation on the peo- 
ple, and that this is one of the greatest causes of popular dissatisfaction, and 
consequently endangering the stability of their governments ; the people, on 
the other hand,are crushed beneath the terrible taxation which the system im- 
poses,and, finding that it is an instrumentality only for evil, are signing to be 
rid of it. Thus the old military system, once so much valued, is fast becoming 
unpopular in Europe. 

But, Sir, the recent exertions of our friends in England afford still more 
cheering indications that the time has now come when the war-system is to 
be assailed by political action, and cut up in detail. The great Manchester 
Conference is one of the most marked events in the history of our cause. In 
February last, there assembled in that great industrial city delegates from 
all parts of the United Kingdom, men of all ranks in society, members of 
Parliament, business men, ministers of the Gospel, and distinguished philan- 
thropists. Their purpose was to expose that insane policy by which all the 
European governments are constantly increasing their armaments, naval and 
military, in order to defend themselves against each other, the result of which 
is only to leave them all relatively as defenceless as if nothing were done, 
and at the same time to increase the probabilities of war. Against this gi- 
gantic system of folly and wasteful expenditure, the Manchester Convention 
entered a solemn protest. Its absurdity and enormity were held up to the 
public view, and an appeal made to the common sense of the people of Great 
Britain, whether such a system should be longer continued. In that Con- 
ference it was determined to take measures to induce the British Govern- 
ment to abandon, or seriously abate this policy, and call upon the other gov- 
ernments of Europe to do the same. This is now a great political issue. An 
appeal is made to the people, and the work is to be accomplished through 
their Representatives in Parliament. And,. Sir, who are the men that lead 
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in this new movement ? Who make this great issue, and stake their politi- 
cal fortunes upon its success ? Why, Sir, they are the very men who, a 
few years ago, met in " a little upper chamber " in Manchester, to devise 
measures for abolishing the atrocious corn laws, and giving cheap bread 
to the people — the very men, who gained that glorious victory over re- 
striction and monopoly, and established the free-trade policy of England ! At 
the head of this noble band, stands Richard Cobden, a man who has more 
power with the British people than any person living, the renowned leader 
of a great popular party. And yet this man and his worthy asso- 
ciates have pledged themselves to the abolition of that absurd system by 
which the nations of Europe have hitherto spent the greater part of all 
their public revenue. Can we doubt of their success ? Have they not 
reason and justice, the common sense and the highest interest of mankind, 
on their side ? 

Mr. Cobden has lately put forth a pamphlet, entitled " 1 793 and 1853," in 
•which he gives a history of the Wars of England, and her war-policy, for the 
last sixty years, and shows most clearly, that those wars which she carried on 
with France during that period, were entirely aggress've on her part ; that 
they were waged, not to defend England, and preserve the liberties of the 
world, as we have often been told, and used to believe, but to sustain the 
British aristocracy, and perpetuate its power by drawing off public atten- 
tion in another direction, and giving the government additional means for 
oppressing and robbing the people. This he demonstrates beyond all cavil; 
and this was a necessary preliminary to the great work in which he was about 
to engage. He must first undeceive the people in regard to the past policy 
and course of the government, in order that they may see and feel how 
grossly they have been deceived and wronged This Mr. Cobden's pamphlet 
will do ; and the friends of reform have, therefore, resolved that it shall be 
placed in the hands of all the electors of the Kingdom. 

Another significant fact is the manner in which the war-panic about a 
French invasion has been put down. This panic assumed at one time a 
most threatening aspect. It was asserted with so much vehemence, that the 
French Emperor designed an attack upon England, he was assailed with 
so much virulence and insulting menace by the public press, that it seemed 
almost imposible but that a collision would be brought about. Under these 
circumstances the friends of Peace made the greatest exertions to allay the 
excitement, and to remove the danger. Our distinguished friend and 
countryman, Elihu Burritt, traversed the United Kingdom addressing 
numerous audiences on the subject; and addresses were got up from 
fifty large towns and cities of Great Britain directed to the inhabitants 
of the large towns and cities of France. These addresses Mr. Burritt him- 
self carried to France, and presented in pei-son. He was every where re- 
ceived by the municipal authorities with much kindness and respect. The 
most satisfactory responses were made to these addresses ; the public press in 
the different places he visited, favorably noticed the object of his mission ; 
and a deep impression was thus made upon the public mind, that the people 
of both England and France were desirous to remain in peace and friendly 
intercourse, whatever might be the disposition of their governments. This 
great movement has been very properly denominated " People-Diplo- 
macy." Of the same nature is the movement made during the present year 
by the Merchants ot London, who to the number of more than 4000 signed 
an address to the French Emperor, protesting their strong desire for peace 
between their country and France, and declaring that the warlike, insolent 
tone of the English press did not truly represent the sentiment and feeling 
of the English people. This address, got up as a spontaneous movement 
without the agency or even knowledge of the Peace Society, was signed by the 
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first merchants of the world's metropolis, and delivered in person by a 
highly respectable delegation. It was received in the most cordial manner 
by Louis Napoleon, and responded to in terms the most conciliatory. 

The London Peace Society, the most venerable of all the Peace Societies 
on that side of the Atlantic, has been going forward with its accustomed vigor 
and determination. I have often, Mr. President, had occasion to admire the 
course of that noble Society. For a period of thirty-seven years it has 
pursued the even tenor of its way, always faithful to the great principles 
of peace. With the most commendable fidelity it has, through all that period, 
amid all the scorn, contumely and reproach which the advocates of the 
war-system could heap upon it, continued to enunciate and enforce its paci- 
fic sentiments. Its publication, the Herald of Peace, has ever been conducted 
with ability, and been a powerful instrumentality in advancing the peace 
cause to its present high position. 

Such, Sir, is the aspect of our cause abroad. The war-system is to Europe 
what slavery is in the United States, the great, paramount question. It over- 
rides all others. It must absorb all others. The great battle with that colos- 
sal system of robbery and wrong, must be fought on European soil ; for there 
it stands out to public gaze in all its hideous deformity. With us, it makes 
but little show, and to the popular mind is but a secondary evil. Here Sla- 
very overshadows and conceals it, as it comparatively does all other evils. 
Hence we cannot be brought into the contest with the war-system, as the 
people of England are. But, Sir, we can aid them ; we can give them our 
sympathy. It will be of great service to their cause. They can give us 
their assistance in our great struggle ; we can mutually help each other; 
and it is our duty to do so. I pray God, Sir, that the two great branches of 
the Anglo-Saxon family may always be found sympathising with and assist- 
ing each other in every great effort to advance the interests of humanity, 
freedom and peace. 

In view of the facts to which I have thus hastily referred, let us be grate- 
ful, and take courage. We have no cause whatever to despair. We have 
labored long in sowing the seed, in preparing the public mind for the abo- 
lition of the war-system. That preliminary work is mainly done. We are 
now entering upon a new era. Our principles are to be applied. The 
governments of Christendom are to be compelled by the voice of the people 
to change their system of national defenses, and, instead of madly arming 
against each other, and continually preparing for war, simultaneously, and 
by mutual consent, reduce their military establishments, agree upon arbitra- 
tion treaties, and prepare for peace. 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE PEACE CAUSE CERTAIN IN CONNEXION WITH THE 
OTHER CHRISTIAN ENTERPRISES OF THE AGE. 

The Rev. Rufus W. Clark, of Boston, spoke in support of the follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

Resolved, That our gratitude is due to Almighty God for the measure of 
success which has attended our eflbrts to create a public opinion in favor of 
Peace, and to impress our principles upon the minds of civil rulers. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society, and of the community at large, 
are due to those members of Congress and of our State Legislatures, who 
have so readily lent their aid in bringing the subject of Peaceful Substitutes 
for War before those bodies, and securing in so many cases such decisive 
action in their favor ; and that we fully approve the purpose of our Execu- 
tive Committee to persevere in pressing this subject on the attention of our 
rulers, until the adoption of such substitutes shall become the settled and 
permanent policy of our Republic. 



